
William Berczy P.S. School Council  
 
Meeting Minutes 
November 22, 2017  

 
Present:   Executive: Lisa Ren, Lindsey Rhamey, Alex Pasta, Maggie Fu, Tina Sha 

Parents: Ellen V., Kevin Z., Min H., Joanna J., Maggie C., Joanne H., Vivian L., 
Dean L., Joanne S., Yang Y., Wendy L., Ruth H., Mary-Ann G. 
Teacher: Wayne Spencer 

   Special Attendee: Trustee Billy Pang 
Next meeting:  February 21, 2018, Learning Commons 
 
1. Opening, welcome and introductions  

 Introduction of Trustee Billy Pang  

 

2. Review and Approval  

 Review of the Minutes from October 25, 2017 meeting:  
o There was discussion of reviewing the Minutes right after the meeting in email format 
o Based on the Constitution, the draft of the Minutes is sent to members of School 

Council Executive after the meeting, then will be approved at the next meeting. The 
meeting minutes are published after approval. 

o The Minutes from Oct. 25, 2017 School Council meeting were approved  

 Financials reviewed from Nov. 21, 2017:  
o Treasurer Maggie Fu reviewed the details of the Financials. Highlights include: 

 Education Enrichment Fundraising = $25,745.18 
 Science Expenditures (Robotics & Kindergarten Makedo) = $2,780.43  
 Art Gallery Field Trip Expenditures = $2,000 
 Teacher Classroom Enrichment Expenditures = $5,150 
 Total Expenditures = $11,250.85  
 Total Balance = $32,710.01 (excl. 20k/year in reserve for playground)  

o A sample of the robotics were showed to the attendees. The robotics are used in 
Science and other clubs from K to Grade 8.  

 

3. Administrative update: Lindsey and Alex: 

 Gym update: The floor is ready now. The construction team will start to install the gym floor on 
Nov. 29, and it will take about 5 weeks. The School is looking for other institutions to provide 
the indoor space, including PAM AM Centre, and high schools. Shuttles will be used for 
transportation. Each class will have 60 mins. indoors per week, and 40 mins. outdoors. The 
school board will cover the cost.  

o One person raised a concern about noise and air circulation while the construction is 
going on. School board will double check to ensure it isn’t a health concern.  

 Well Being at William Berczy:  
o The Artonomy Self-Portrait Project for the Quest 2017 Conference was shared 
o Walking Wednesdays takes place every week since September; all students and staff are 

involved 



o Netherlands Visitors: The presentation for the Netherlands visitors was shared. The 

presentation highlighted what the school has been doing to improve students and staff 

well-being, including participating in leadership activities, hearing students and staff 

voices about what makes them proud of the school, and what they need from the 

school, etc.  

4. Teacher update: Mr. Spencer 

 Dream Box: It was officially introduced to the school. It starts with a 6 week trial for G3 and G6 

classes, beginning on Nov.23. 2017. It is to enable the students to better be prepared for EQAO 

and to improve the upcoming results which were slightly down from last year.  

 Math club: It is specifically for teachers, with representatives from all grades. The purpose is to 

look for different strategies/ideas for math teaching and improve practice 

 The next staff meeting will be math focused. The teachers will be provided with dedicated 

training hours for Dream Box and other math materials.  

5. Sub-Committees, Portfolios & Parent Champions  

 Community Outreach – clothing donation collections for possible fundraising: 
o Mary-Ann will lead this event. She proposed the idea of using “Bag 2 School” which is a 

UK based global corporation. They come to school to pick up used clothing, then pay 
school based on the global price for used textiles. This would eliminate the school cost 
for someone for picking it up.  

o The proposal was approved. The first time will happen before Christmas. The second 
time will happen in next Spring.  

 Mary-Ann also shared the information about Summer Camp “Thornhill Outdoor Education 
Campus”. They also offer day camps.  

 Lindsey talked about “Anti-bullying” education for G6 students, including learning commons, 
seminars. The school has been noticing that since September, G6 appears to have a bullying- 
related issue almost every week.  

 Lindsey briefed about the recent dog biting incident, which happened at 4:00 pm in the school 
playground.  The school issued a letter to parents and informed them of the dog biting incident, 
to arouse the safety awareness/alert in the community.  Trustee Bill Pang is in the progress of 
trying to install additional “dog prohibited in school zone” signs with city management; must  
ensure it meets the city by-laws.   


